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C To the kynges 
highnelle. 


(} Exellent pꝛince of my lyfe chefe patron 

| Medicyn to ſycke mẽ in their gret diſtrelle 
To all nedy: both ſhelde and pꝛotection 

Kefuge to wꝛetches their dommage to red2clle 
Men that ar halfe deed / reſtoztng to quickenelle 
Sith your grace of god was cholt᷑ to beſo good 
O exellent pꝛince foꝛgyue my offencclle 

In thonour of god that bought you wi his blode 


¶ Blacke is my wede / of cõplapnte # mournig 
Fs a man caſt from all felycite 
Lyke one of a funcrall | bedewed with wepynge 
Clad in the mantell of frowarde aducrlyte 
Trymblyng and quakinge / of my lyfe no ſurete 
But if 4 dꝛinke of your moſt mercpfull flode 
Than chall I neuer offende / by your ſouetaynte 
But laue that which god bought wi his ne 
| (blade 
¶ O mpꝛrour of lyght / ſuffre nat to pcriſhe 
Thy pooze ſubiecte: but to his pꝛaper enclynt 
Whiche her after thy lawes ſhall cheriſſhe 
And kepe them as moſt holly and dtuyne | 
Sith your grace hath ben treaclc x chefmedicyn 
To other offendours which in myſchel ſtode 
Pardon me Salomõ / F wplliobey thy doctryne 
Ind ſave Þ which god bouzt wi his pᷣcious blod 
I, 1. And 
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Vopde of chaunge/ and all mutabilyte 


By grace and vertu map here contune 


eee eee eee ee 


C and foꝛ my patte / or one hett abidyng - - 


J do pꝛeſent this boke / with hande ſhakyng ' 
Ok hole affection / knelpng on my kne 

Delpꝛing the loꝛde / whiche is perſons thꝛe 

By whole magnifycence we receyue all fode 
That by pour grace I map haue lybercye 

And laue Þ which god bouzt with his ci, blode 


C Foz all my purpoſe combyned in to one 

Ot whiche this boke ſhall make mcncioun + 
Is to voydeyll wede / and to take the good coꝛne 
As reaſon hath taught me by diſcretioune 
Puttyng no truſt inthe whele of foztune 

But in this dialogue copzehend that ꝑſons good 


And ſaue Þ which god bought w his þcto? blode 


¶ Go foꝛth lytle boke foꝛ fere tremblynge 

Pꝛap the pꝛince to haue on the pytie 

Vopde of all picture / oz of any connynge 

To compple auy curyoule ditie 

Caulynge thy pꝛince to take on the mercp 

P2ay god graunt his grace that died on the rode 
To p2eſeruc his hyenoblenes and magnanuntte 
And to be partaker of Chziſtes pꝛecious blode, 


¶ Thus endeth the ſupplication / and hers 
foloweth the Dialogue betwene the 
Plapntpk and defendant, 


Che plapntyte 


S JT Catmuſyng / callyng to remẽbꝛaũce 
I Ind conſydered in myn owne fantaſp 
The vnlure truſt of wozldly varpaunce 
Ok men and women / the chaunge and the folly 
Thought in my mynde to compyle ſome ditpe 
Lyke one troubled in herte with heuynelle 
No ſocour fyndinge / me fo2 to redzelle, 


¶ Blamyng foꝛtune / why ſhe ſtode nat certayne 
But with her double whele bꝛought me in doute 


Cauſynge me fo2 to ſuffre moche payne 


Repoꝛtynge ho we ſhe had caſt me out 


From her fauour / as (he tourned about 
@akig a wꝛõge tuxne/ where F thought me lure 
By her double meanes / and my harde auenture 


 C Sayenge lady: thou ſetteſt by me no pꝛyce 
Foz by thy froward and furiouſe vpolence 
Thou halt tourned thy whele / a viſage ofmalyce 
Bungynge me clene from all credence 
Haupngenothynge to make rcſyſtence 

Thus by the foꝛtune / and thy mutabilyte 

Sole adtecte/and caſt in to pouerte 


¶ what haue J offended thou art ſo cõttarious 
Whiche hath cauſed me in miſchefe to fall 

' Thusto be tourmented in thy ſyege perilouſe 
Oy ſwete ſugre is tempeted with gall 
Wherfoze to the / J reply my hurtes all 

But this as I wꝛote / 4 herde a vopce cryt 
Peace J lape / thou begynneſt foztolye 

if C Deffendit . im. Sothlp 
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Genn J parceyue well thy condition 

V Thou doſt as vnthzuft / almoſt euetp choc 
Wyll them excuſe / without exception 
Aud blame foztune) as their chef fone 
Sapenge / it is in her power alone 
The to rule / as a lady of dcſteny _.. 
Whiche is a ſecte ot playne Jdolatry 


C Nature hath taught the / Þ wꝛoͤge is to excuſe 
Under a curtapne / pour falſhed to hyde 

Lytell good coꝛne amonges pour chat to ble 
On your fautes pou lyſt nat to abyde 
The gaule touched / all that you ſet aſpde 
Sowynge roles frellhe) the nettles you let paſſe 
Under foꝛtune to couer your treſpalle 


¶ Ind if you maye tell pour owne tale 
Ho we that all came by foꝛtunes whele 
Lockinge pour falſneſſe faſte in a male 
Shewynge of your byces but a ſmall percele 
Is bꝛickle glaſſe / ſheweth bꝛighter than ſtele 
Though vpon foꝛtune you wolde ſet your pᷣtence 
He is a fole that gyueth to vou credence | 
([.Playntyffe ME. 1 
Dus was I penſyf / the water fro my eye 
_ Foz fete ſpꝛonge fo2th/x made pale my vi 
Soꝛe a baſſhed J beynge ſolytary lage 
Shulde here a vote / and ſe no ymage 

It parted atwapne / both colour and courage 
But by the bopce / I thought by nature 
That it hulde be (ome moztall creature» 


C I ſat uu ſtyll and marked what it ſayde 
Ferekull of chere / [ad in countenaunce 
Thinkinge to anſwere / ſone at abꝛayde 

And to that ſapenge gaue dilygent attendaunce 
Thus than J ſaydc with good remembzaunce 
It thou wylt argue / agaynſt foꝛtunes ſtrength 
It wyl be lene vpon the at the length 


¶ foꝛtune hath lyfte many men alofte 

To hye aſtate and wozldely dignyte 

Another ſoꝛte ſhe hath gryped full vnſofte 

And caſt them do wne in to great aducrſyte 

By other pꝛoued / no we verifyed in me 

Which is caſt downe into ſtronge pꝛiſon 

There to abyde of the la we cozrection 

[ Detfendant 

Ood realon that / foꝛ lawes firſt was foũde 
. F JnCſondzy wyſe and bulp occupacpon 
Vertu to cherilſſhe / vyces to confounde 

Men choſen/ of power and good entencyon 
Which of olfendours ſhulde ſe done executpon 
So that the vertuouſe ſhulde be reſerued 
And haue pzomoſyons/ ſuch as they deſerued. 


C Dedalus was the kyzſt that pziſons wꝛought 
ull of ingyns / called Labozinthus 

All offenders thyder to be bꝛought 

Acroked place / to gete foꝛthe daungerous 

Fo: ſuche as to good lawes were contrarious 
And Tatquinus / as J witten fynde 
Founde fpzſt ſhaccles men foꝛ to bynde 
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CC Thele were o2dapned bertue to pꝛeferre 


And to maintapne trewe labour and buſynelle 


Belydes that / to puniſſhe ſuch as ſhulde erre 
Whiche haue no iope but vpon Idleneſſe 
And fo2 other in thetr labours retchclelle 
Purpoſynge to puniſſhe Sardanapall 
Whiche of miſcheucs/ map be reconed pꝛincipall 
I Playntyfe 
F Saͤrdanapall J neuer had acqueynte ſſe 
J euer loued to a voide his companp 
R no wynge him to be vicyouſe Idleneſſe 
Which is diſtructton / to all maner of degre 


Tbherkoꝛe thou olkendeſt to atwyte me 


With him whom J neuer pet loued 
Noz pet them / which him in houſhold cherilſſhed 


| ¶ Ind where thou ſayſt that pꝛiſõs oꝛdeyned be 
Olfendours to chaſtyce / to mapntapne the right 


Fo: the welfare of eyery compnaleye 

To pꝛeferte vertue to his clerelyght 

That to denaye it were nat in my myght 
But one thynge wolde J demaunde of the 
Whether ſuche robbe nat a hole compnaltye 


C That hath ſhepe in paſtures goynge 
Whiche groũde befoꝛe this hath be put to tyllage 
Hauyng thouſades/ his pooꝛe nepbour lackinge 
He and his ſhepherdes alone in a vyllage 
Thus getteth his goodes / by extoꝛtion x pyllage 


If a man parte of his goodes withdzawe 


Shal he make anſ were therfoꝛe by goddes laws 


C Dcffendane Rape 
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T) Ay nat ſo Iſap / it is all otherwyſe 
J map nat ſuffre pou to go there amonge 
Leſt that you wolde perilouſe thynges deuyſe 
Under a colour / to occupte you with wzong 
what ſhuld J lenger dꝛawe the mater a long 
Ok goddes lawes thou art naterecutoz . + 
Noz of thy ſouerayns / no good refoꝛmatoꝛ. 


¶ L God gaue a lawe / and with this a pꝛecept 
That no man ſhuld his neyghbours good deſpꝛe 
Thou haſt nat the offyce them to cozecte 

But with god thou ronneſt in great Ire. 

But what thou meaneſt / now lone J can cõſpite 
Thou thynkeſt to make a cloke fo: the rapne. 

It wyll nat be / foz it is all in vapne. 


¶ L Df ſuche conſpiracy began ſyꝛſt robbers 
Theues by hye wapes / extoꝛcion with violence 
Murder / llanghter / and couert bzybers 
Diſcenſion / grudgyng / and diſobedience 
Howolthy tale to touche thy pꝛetence ä 
It is nat foꝛtune that cauſeth their pll chaunce 
But them / ſelues foz lacke of good gouernaunce. 
CP lapntpffe | 
C Nat foꝛtune : pes / and that ſhall well be (ene 
o by her euer / men do polſeſſe treaſures 
Fallen hath to ruyn both kinge and quene 
And rayſed agayne by her onelp ſocours 
Exalted ſhe hath / many great cõquerours 
And to ſuche as ſhe wolde nat ſe 
Path caſt them downe in great W inen 


Loke 


1 I 
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CLoke who ſhe enbꝛaſeth x holdeth l her chaine 
Wozldely people / and their goodes tranſitoꝛy 
And rpche marchauntes vnder her demeane 

To knighthod ſhe gpueth conqueſt and victoꝛy 
She gyueth to other wozldcly pzoſperyte 
Loke who her fauout hath recurcd 

In this lyfe/ of welth they be aſſured. 


¶ Theſe byſſhops which be of lowe birth bozne 
And ſpirituali pꝛelates in Rome cowne 

She hath them cxalted other befozne 

But nowea lyttell ſhe hath bzought them downe 
Thus wha ſhe lyſt her ſel to frowne 

S he ſpareth ntether manhod noꝛ kynred 

Fo: of all perſons ſhe wyll be dꝛed 


(. Detfcndat 
Or be wꝛetches / and to god bnkynde 
That putteth them vnder her ſubiection 
From goddes pꝛeceptes makyng the ſelfe blynde 
Dubmittynge chẽ to foꝛtune / aboue good reaſon 
And as touching p pꝛelates 8̊ at bzought downe 
Foꝛtune pulled them nat from that place 


It is the ſtoꝛge of god / foz Þ they lacked grace. 


C The fall of one / ſhulde be a clere lyght 

To tcache the other what they ſhulde eſchewe 
It is god that puniſſheth with his myght 

Aad cryeth out the falſc from the trewe | 
Who that is hete punillhed fot his offence dewe 
Happy map be/ if he lay with good entent 
Welcom om god / the lcourge of ne 
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But by fallyng | the longe contynuaunce 
¶ So ſemblaby of right J dare rtherce 


¶ O what bnktnde people ſhuld them betabe 
And put their wylles vnto foꝛtunes cure 
Of god aboue the power to fozſake 

And with foꝛtune all thinge wyll aſſure 
Thinking alwape by her to endure 


VL pzke as ſhe were of deſteny a goddeſſe 


That could bꝛinge mi to welth oꝛ wzetchednelle 
L Playntyffe | 

7 Hy woꝛdes ſtronge J may nat wel dcbar 

Thy name J deſyꝛe befoze that I do ſpek 

Ithinke thou haſt ben ſome man of war 

Thy wynde cauſeth mp herte to bꝛeke 

Out from my eyen the water doth out lege 

Thinkige J haue begonne / agaynſt one to reply 

Which by his ſtrength wyll haue the maſtry 


¶ C Fo2 lyke as roſide dꝛoppes of the ſouth rayne 
Which that diſcende / and fall from a lofte 

On ſtones harde / at the eye as it is ſayne 
Peerſeth the hardneſſe / with their fallynge ofte 
Albeit in toucheng / the water is but lofte 
The perſyng cauſeth by foꝛce no puiſaunce 


Thy woes marked with full and good entent 
A hole in to my herte doth perce 
Foz I fere leſt that I might be ſhent 
And by my 41 ＋ ronne ina contempt 
Moe woꝛthy foz that to he puniſſheable 
Chan by the faute I ſhulde haue ben culpable 
Deffendant B. u. In 
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2 wartes trewly there have Jbenofte © 
But mp nature is alwaye to make peaſo 
Without me moſt thin es do pzoue nought 

Howe ſo euer it be / by hardnelle oz eaſe 
Loke who that loueth me nat to pleaſe 

Hete he can nat longe be in tune | 
Athough he thinke to mary with foztune 


C J baue meſo vſed / at thozow my noblenes 
Clcrkes in lerninge / which clerely can concerne 
— — god / ladp / and pꝛinces 
Reaſon they call me / good folke to gouerne 
Atwene good and cuyll/tuſtly to decerne 

e departed playnly toconclude 
elyfeof man / from the lpte ol beeſtes rude. 


b wich me I conſerue/ both bettue and meſure 
Conſyderinge thinges / what ſhalbe fall 
Taking no enterpuce:but wi me deſcrecion ſure 
And vpon pꝛudence / four 2 
88 — Ido call 
warely pꝛouydinge / in my in 

The ende 2 Blame that 1 
Elas / helas / to w ite tn woꝛdes fewe 
Lenger to lpue / ue no fantaſye 
Foz where chulde N mp 
Syth agapnſte reaſon 
Rowe dare I appere in to no company 
Foz to my body deth J haue pꝛouyded 


e d en 


we 
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¶ Nowe this mater troubleth my memozp 
Better to d ——8— 

Foꝛʒ mp offences thus tande I in ieoperdo 
Fro my moꝛtall body / gone is my name 
Youth and frayineſſe was moche to blame 
Whertfoze better it were from this lyfe diſcener 
Than with laynderoule fame / fo2 to lyue eucre 


C Some tonges there be vencmouſe of nature 
Whan they perceyue a man from ſtate meued 
With their — do their buſp cure 
By pll repoꝛte / to make men moze greued 
Chere is no popſon ſo well expert and pꝛeued 
Therfoꝛe now hert / why bꝛekeſt thou nat aſddes 
aue rydde the from this wonder. 
CC, Deffendant 
Dee caſtell down : 
Ind bylde it after moze freſlheto Þ(Eght 
Exple a man from dyuers reg 
. Andhitmreuoke whan Jo byryghe 
Thus may I do by my power and myght 
So that thou wylt obeye to me reaſon 
I ſhall the teche / this trauble to ouercom 


C I thefe may robbe a man of his richelle 
And by ſomemeane make reſtitution 
AE, 

e poze man from his polle 

Yet after to him make iſatiſfaction 

Be it wich lyfe oz elles with deth. 

Cor contritum et humiliatam deus non diſpiciet. 


B. ili. The 
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C The loꝛde koz a tyme map the chaltyce 
And of offenders ſende the to the place 
whan he and J together do deuyle 
That with repentance/ thou att tall in grace 
Than ſone after we ſhall deupſe a plate 
Takinge the vnto our great mercy -- 
Thinkyng by coꝛrection / gone is thy follp. 
' C Playntyfte | 
1 thou canſt this matter thus recure 
I (hall the pꝛomyſe all the dapes ofmpy lyfe 
To be vader thy pꝛotection andlure 
Obedpent at all / as a loupnge wpfe 
Euer with vyce to holde warte and ſtryfe f 


Foz bi him J am bꝛought tn wzetchednes x nede 
Fo:ſaken of good men/ frendſhip / and kinrede 


Take here mp faith in pledge oz hoſtage 
o fultyll it with ſure condicyon 
Credence you muſt my ſpeche oz langage 
Foz what helpeth an oblygacion 
To him / which hath nougyt in poſſeſſyon 
It I Qhulde bꝛeke / ſpare nat to oꝛdapne 
Foz my wꝛetchednes moſt crucll payne. 


¶ Ind J (hall firſt foz my offences all 
Be ſoꝛp iu hett / willynge to amende 
And afccr that to wute ingenerall 
An example to other which ſhulde intende 
Heratter / in (ache a càuſe to olfende 

It my ſoucrayne ſende nat Atropole with halt 
Me to a teſt with 7.5 dedly male, 

ö G Dcicnvat | Fo! 
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Eare nat that / (02 the ſtronge lydun 


To pꝛoſtrate peple / of kynde is merciable 24 
Unto ſuche as fall befozc him downe 111 
Ho beeſt in mercy to him comperable | } 
Dis ropallpuplance can nat be bengeable 
Who falleth down / and fozmercy doth call + = 


He doth defende them from wolues xtygers all 


CT, This ropall lyon / of balyaunt gentry 
I monge other beeſtcs of fozce incomperable 9 
Pꝛeucth nat his power noz regally 

Agapnſt beeſtes which be nacdefenſable 

Noz agapnſt wꝛetches in cauſe ſemblable 

But oz their offences taketh mercye in moꝛgage 

Foꝛgiuynge oltences / leauyng their outrage 


¶ Thertoꝛe to pte / loke thou pꝛocede ! 
Ind condempne againſte me thy ty: argument 
Excepte that grace aboue foztune etcede 
And with him vertue / both of one aſſent C 
Nothinge map laſt / noꝛ be permanent 2 
But at the ende ſuch guerdon they ſhall haue 
As the tuſt matter of tight ſhulde cherſoꝛe craue 
C Playntyfte 
| Obe firſt Helas / who ſhalbe my muſe 
A_ YD:to whom ſhall J fo: helpe call 
Caliops / my callynge wyll refuſe 
And on Pernaſo hit woꝛthy (yſters all 
They wyll their — tempꝛe with no gall 
Foꝛ their ſwetneſſe / and luſty freſſhe ſyngynge 
ul karre diſcoꝛdeth from matter W 
. | us 


C Thus 3 nowe begining! derked wi ignoꝛae 
Sy wpt is dull chis chynge to diſcerne 
| Quenchedar the toꝛches of parteueraunce 
| Clene txtincte the lyght of my lanterne 
| Lachynge lernynge my ſtyle to.gouerne 
0 Dꝛede and vnconnynge maketh a bataple 
q With dulnelſe of wyt / to hynder mp trauaple 


1 C Suppozte baue Inone mp dulnes to guyde 
a Pouerte hath witten my name in his boke 
Dilpere ſtandeth alſo by my (pde 

which paleth mp chere / and aſtonycth my loke 
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me. e/dzye/ and wery / fyndeth no bote 
Howe e :o reaſon my pꝛomyſe fulfyll 
Tm co an gu good and yll 


Jager I 

is Jdlenelle pere in thys pieſent ipfe 
which Saba many from their lybꝛaty 
And wyll nat ſuffre them to be end | 
Foz her condicion is to holde ſtryſe 
With euexy vertuouſe occupacion | 
Which men ſhulde voyde/ by wpſedom x reaſon 


¶ Kemembze thy buſpnelle / loke thou takehude & 

Pꝛocede with thy 1 haſt take in hande 

Grace ſhall troſſe thy 1 wich good ſpede 

And 3 nn tobrp ba 
. 


nap; that is contrary | 
| 


Good counſell nge th dere lande 
E the ſocour ih 
Crtuſtyng me con hl capt dr abe 9 4 


1 


C Imeane as thus / the ſhyppe of thy traueyle 
Which hath paſſed the great dangerouſe ſeuen 
Caſt nat anker / tyll thou haſt good riuale 
Let no tempeſt / thunder / noz leupn 
Noz2 no wyndes of the cloudy heuyn 
Caule idleneſſe to lap thy pyllow / eut᷑ noꝛ moꝛow 
Vopde her / and let her go with ſoꝛowe 
C. Playntylfe (dꝛede 
His wzttyng my letter / I wꝛapped all in 
In my right haͤde / my penne begineth to 
And foꝛ fere / my hert is lyke to blede (quake 
Yet muſt J foꝛth / and this vndertake 
Foz to Keaſon pꝛompſe dyd J make 
The teres diſtiliynge fro mpne eyes bzinke 
At this begynnyng J tempze with my inke 


But hope and truſt putteth away diſpapꝛe 
In to my mynde/of newe J gan redzelle 
To mate the wether bꝛight and fayze 
caſons pꝛompſe / with his boũtuous largenelle 
Bꝛought in to my herte lo moche gladne 
That without any maner of delay 
As is this tenout / this ſpꝛſt I gan ſap. 


Reatures ali / in pour fpꝛſt pzoupdence 
8 to attame 
Whiche vnto god ſhulde be o 

Fo if pe do the ende of it is ſhame 


And in this wozlde appalled is your name 
But pou repente/ god of his tulkyce 
pour vicious lpueng vnwarelp wpll . 
N *rcepte 
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"4 Except pou folowe bertue with duygeuce 
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Foꝛſating vire/ the mother of Idleneſſe 
your ende you map ſe / by other expertiente 
Which is nought / but mulery and wꝛetchedneſſe 
Foꝛſake wꝛonge / and folo we rightwiſeneſTe 
Oz elles of one thinge be you ſure | 


God wpllnatſultre you ionge toendure 


C Unto fAiſe pzophetes gpue no.credence - | 
olowpng mans lernt ige / and their tradiclon 
But to goddes pꝛeceptes with all teucrence 
Put thy mynde and hole entencyog 

Fozſake nat god fo: all their puniſſion 

Foꝛ they be wolues wꝛapped in a lammes ſhinne 
Honey without / and poylon within 


¶ The wyly wolues that caſteth to deuour 
The ſely lammes / which can no defence 
No2no helpe / them foz to ſo course 
So keble thep ac to make reſyſtente 

Wh iche denpeth tre wth / by falſe apparence 
What wonder is it ) the fraude nat conceyued 
Though ſuch lammes vnwarclp be deceyued | 


¶ Lames they at iſhewpng / ſhadowed we me⸗ 
Ctuell as tygers/who doth the offence (kenelle 
Ok great nne il 
But wo (alas) what harme doth apparence 
What domage doth countrefayt inndcence 
Under a mantell of falſe ſimplicite 
Uery hipocrites full of crueltie 


Rembze 


_— 
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¶ Remebꝛe Rome / cal now bnto thy mynde 
The dapes ar pailed of thy felicyte 
Thy great coqueltes are lefte behynde 


To lyght is come all thy iniquite 


Thy decrees lent fozth in to euery countre 
Suche as agreeo nat with Chziltes lcripture 
Ar clene extyncke / no lenger map endute 


¶ Fro Theeſt to þ weelt thy lybert / dyd attayn 
Aboue all power molt excellent and copall 

But now truth bꝛought out / ſo euidẽt and plain 
Hath hyndꝛed to:e thy (cate impertall 

In peoples hertes to remayne perpetuall 

Your hye pꝛydes ate now defaced 
Your bulles and pardons / aͤlmoſte out raced. 


¶ Epngcs and pꝛinces were tothe tryputary 
Ol all welth/ſo gret was your tlode | 
Untyll from god / ſo fare pou dyd vary 

That all creatures / knowpnge pl from good 
Pcrceyued you bare two faces in one hood 
Than by good reaſon (one they pꝛouyded 
From pour burdens/ foꝛ to be dcuyded 


¶ © Rome / Rome / loke all thy olde abuſiou 
Ok thy Ceremonies/ and falſe diſgyſynge 
Lac them aſyde / and no w inconcluſion 

Cry god mere / thy treſpas repentyng 
Truſt he wyll nat at length refuſe thy aſkyng 
The to receyue to woꝛke in his vyne 


And to haue aſmochc / as he that cam at pꝛime. 
Unto 


* 
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Unto the kyng with fapthfull abepſnnce 
Kr. hide Army Arty mann 


Agaynſt him no2 his / holde no baryaunce 


But fyght foꝛ him / in euery countee 

Deſpꝛe to ſe him in iope and felycite 
Kepe his pꝛeceptes / as thy loꝛde and ſouerapne 
Euer as pleaſure/ thinking them no papne 


Thy obcyſaunce playnlp / ata woꝛde 
y god thou arte cõmaũded to owe in ſouerente 
Unto thy kynge / thy goucrnour x thy loꝛde 
In payne of dedly lynne / ſo he comaundeth the 
Both to him/ and to ſuch as he a gre 

Ok his people to take the gouernaunce 
Them to folowe with their good oꝛdinaunce 


C Conſpder thou / it is a hertely reiopſinge 
To ſerue a pꝛince / that well doth aduertyle 

Df his ſeruantes the faithful iuſt meanynge 
And wyll conſyder to gwerdon their ſeruyte 
Which at a nede wyll them nat deſpyce 


\ 


But krõ all danger that ſhulde the noye oꝛ greue 


Be euer redp to helpe them and releue. 


C As in this lande / I dare affirme a thyng 
Henry the eight / full myghty of puilaunce 
Ok England and Fraunce / our moſt noble king 
Defenſoz of the faith / hauig Jrelade in gouerna 


To al his ſubiectes / greateſt toyc a pleaĩãce (ce 


Bp whole noble polpcie / and alſo diſcecpon 
Conletued is this moſt noble regyon 


a 


Duringe 


¶ Puringe his tyme / longe by his pzudence 
Pcaſe and qutete / he ſuſtapneth by tight 
That natwithſtanding his noble pꝛouydence 
In this woꝛlde lyueth nat a better knight 
Eyed as Argus / with reaſon and fo:cſyth 
And in good lerninge / J dare ot him tell 
Of his pꝛedeceſſouts / the moſt he doth excell 


¶ This with his pꝛudence / and his manhede 
Trewth he ſuſtapneth / fauour ſẽttyng a ſyde 
To Chziſtes ſcriptute / a mayntenour with dede 
That in this lande / falſe pphctes dare nat byde 
A very (uppozter/ vpholder / and alſo guyde 

Of Chuſtes churche defence / z noble champion 
To chaſtpce all tho / that be Chziltes fone 


 Obſeruinge al wapes / the teſtament of Jeſu 
Studyenge euer to haue the trewe intellygence 
Gpuenge his ſubiectes the lyght of vertue 
Ipocriſp excluding vndex falſe apparence 
Thus of the trewth he bath erpertence 
Knowing him ſelfe / in many ſondꝛy wyſe 
Where they treſpace / their errour to chaſtpcs 


¶¶ Reuolue how our ſouerayne / a mitrour oflizt 
Trãſcendeth all other / by vertuouſe erellence 
Eſchewinge all viſyons / ſekinge the right 
By his noble deſcretyon / a naturall pzouydence 
Temperinge his nature / by mercy à clemence 
Kepynge dangers from his ſudiectſ in all thige 
Is appettapnech to a moſt noble kynge 

G Thinges 


¶ Thiges longe paſſed / he kepeth in rem#2ce 
Conleruing all thinges / with honour in pꝛeſence 
F002 thinges to come / maketh good oꝛdinaunce 
Folo wing tie traces of vertuouſe contynence 
Agaynit cayned myꝛacles makynge reſiſtence 
By the great vertue / and magnammpte 
Whiche is apꝛopꝛed to his rotall maieſtie 


¶ Allo his manhode / ſheweth him lyke a kyng 
From other pzinces by maner of apparence 

Ok goodly ſtature as euer was raignyng 
Spoken longe and farre of men / fro his pꝛeſece 
I knowe nat whether with dew reuerence 
The regiõ ſhuld be happper / p hath ſuch a gouer 
Oz cls by god cholpn / his grace to p honoꝛ e uout 


¶ About him he hath foꝛ our great auaple 
Dayly and hourly in his pzeſence 

Pꝛudent and valyaunt to be of his counſaple 
Suche ok this woꝛlde as hath moſt experience 
Betwene good and euyll knowyng p difference 
Tha giuyng Res publica / to vs his ſubiectes 
With reuerent fere x loue / obeyng his pꝛeceptes. 


¶ What hert ſo indurate / ſhuld nat loue ſuch one 
Which lo nobly conſerueth his ropall dygnite 


Although he were made of the Adamant ſtone 
Let wolde it gyue! fo he with pꝛolperyte 

Is nat gladder / noꝛ foꝛ no aduetſpte 

Cyangeth no countinance / his courage to renew 
Both to god and man / peldyng that is mg 
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¶ Thus a man that perfyte is and able 
As ſcripture with good reaſon doth pꝛeue 
Nothing there is ſo fapʒe noꝛ agreable 
Than fynallp this viciouſe lyfe to leaue 
On very god righttully to be leue 

Pim to loue and wozſhip abouc all thynge 
And next to him / thy moſt redouted kynge 


Olde examples of men that hath fall 

f they with grace bꝛought them to mynde 
Myght be a myꝛtour to creatures all 

Howe they in vertue ſhal remedies fpnde 

To eſchew vyces / of ſuche as were made blynde 
Fro ſodayn fallynge them ſelues to pꝛeſerue 
Longe to contune / and thanke of god deſerue 


¶ But ſuche as lyſt nat cozrected to be 
Bp example of other foꝛ vicyoule eine 
Other of him ſhall the coꝛrection le 

Bicauſe thep ſhulde mende their mulgouernance 
Sap nat that it is by foꝛtunes variaunce 
Colourynge ſuch gyltes / which they do vſe 
Their demerytcs by collour ſo to excuſe 


¶ who folo woch bertu longeſt ſhall perceuer 
Be it in riches oꝛ elles in pouerty 
Lyght of trouth / his clerenes keppnge euer 
Naber the aſſautes of longe p2olperite 
ake youth and vertu togyther to agre | 
Foz whan a man from bertu doth decſane 
Harde it is / if he make a good ſyne 
| | C. ifs Uertu 
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C Uertue conterueth all men in their glozy 
And here confirmeth their habitations 
where vyces putteth Tels Ppece out of memozy 
Fo their treſpaſes / and allo tranſgreſſyons 
Than are they taken and caſt in pꝛiſons 
Sone afrer/fo2 their great punicpon 
Bꝛought to their ende / by tuſt executyxon 


C Lokinge about them / there ſhall they ſe 
Theit frendes / and other foz dolout lobbynge 
With their handes wungyng thy ſoze aduerſyte 
Some wondering / ſome be dewed w# 

Ok ſtrangers a nopce/ and a hidyouſe cryenge 
Thus is their ende / with ſhamfull rumure | 
Where vertue lacketh/ nothing mape endure 


C. Loke/ who in this woꝛlde doth moſt deſyze 
By wꝛonge tytle )his ſtate to magnify 

By an etyke of touetouſe / hotter thay fyze 
Other mennes goodes / as his owne to occupy 
As I haue ted / and ſene with myne eye 
Though it hath laſted ſoꝛ a ſmall tyme 

The ends of it hath turned to rupne 


¶ Marke in pour mynde / who euer hath bſed 
To oppꝛeſſe trewth: by power and tyranny 
Andrightwyſenelle/ by wyll hath refuſed | 
Suppo:tyngehim kelfe / by extoꝛtion x robbery 
Aaopoyng reaſon/ folowinge ſenſualpte | 
Comectec euer / if their fyne and pzefe 
Were nat alwape / to dye at a miſcheſfe 


To 


C Tothis Jknowe/ no man can make deſcoꝛde | 
Foz well it is pꝛoued / all ſuch wyll come to nouzt an 
Thouſaͤdes of exaͤples I coulde bꝛing to tecoꝛde t 
And mo J knowe/ if they were out ſought 

El ſhall nat nede / foz all men in their thought 
ano weth ill gotten/ woꝛſe euer ſpent 4 
pet foz their extoꝛtton / they (hall be fhent | 


C Beſpdes that / ſuch as loueth idelneſſe 
Owinge to god / neither loue noꝛ dꝛede 
Couetouſe ptople / that men doth oppꝛeſſe 

And ſuch as wyll do nothinge / but foz mede 
As deſemblers cladde in double wede 

who lercheth well / nought is the ende 

pet god ſuttteth longe / to haue thein to amende 


¶ From pll counſaple / faſt loke thou flee 
F02 that hath bzought many to miſchaunce 
Shedynge honey firſt / d ingyng after as the be 

Though p honep be ſwete / p ſtinge is greuace 
So ſhall be the ende / who foloweth the chaunce 
That he ſhall curſe the tyme / and alſo repent 
That euer with their hony / he toke any talent 


¶ Suche mape be called / the deuyls tabcrers 

Wich fro ward loundes / the eares to fylfyll 

Oz of Cures the perilous buttelers 

Which gall with their honnep / do wne diſtpll 

Whole dꝛinkes be both amozous and pll 

And all clezrkes well deupſe conne 

Woꝛle than the dꝛinke of Cerenes tonne | 
C. in. Ther⸗ 
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C Therfore put lyfe never in a venture 


But koꝛ matters iuſt / and allo trewe 


2euc them by reaſon that they ſtande ſure 
anowe well the grownde of mater olde oz newe 
The beſt than take / and the woꝛſt eſchew 

After thy degre; make thy coſt and ſpendynge 
That in a meane / thou make a good endynge 


Cl, Whan Dedalus taught his ſonne foz to flye 
He bad him firſt of hye diſcretyon 

From Phebus hete / to kepe his wynges fre 
And from Neptunus colde congelacion 
Meanyng hereby / foꝛ ſhoꝛte concluſyou 
That who that lyſt with toye his ſtate aſſure 
In a good meane mcit ſhulde lengeſt endure 


¶ with great plenty / men be nat beſt aſſured 
After their luſt al wap to lyue in eaſe 

And though Þ men great treaſure hath recured 
With their riches they fele many a diſeaſe 
Gret ꝑſonagi hath nat alwai thing? the to pleaſe 
Thertoꝛe as ſtories dyuers doth crp2elle | 
Partely is ioye / at wene pouertie and richeſe 


7 In the erth hete / the greateſt felicite 


oꝛ the hertes eaſe / and richeſt poſſeſſpon 
Is with ſuffyſaunce content foz to be 
Ok wozldly trouble to eſchew the occaſyon 
Meupng no quarelles / Þ chulde cauſe diſcenklion 


No: deſy2e nothinge / harde to recure 


Foz here is lyttell in this wozlde ſute. 
| Mozall 
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C Moꝛall Seneck! tecoꝛdeth by w2itynge 
cheſt of thinges / is a meane from pouerte 
Euer of one chcre/ voyde of all grudgynge 
Both in ioye / and alſo aduerſyte 

Tho2owe this wozlde to haue their lyberte 
And thele Greke woꝛdes which I witten fynde 
Alwaycs remembze and bere them in thy mynde 


¶ Dtogynes was content in his ly tell tunne 
His conqueſt was moze (oucrayne of degre 
Than Alexander / foꝛ al his renowme 

Foz he conquered his ſenſualpte 

Makinge him ſubiecte to reaſon of dewtie 

And clerke of his kechen he made attemperaunce 
Which ok his body had the hole gouernaunce 


¶ Examples we haue pnough vs to ſuffpce 
n bokes founde. xx. thouſande and mo 
To exemplpfp folke that ben wyſe 
Dow this wozlde is a thozow fare full of wo 
Tolled and tumbled with vanytes to and fro 
Deth is annexed to vs by ſucceſſyon 
Foz Adams offence to vs conueyde downe 


C © wozdely folke aduertyce with good entent 

What vengeauncc / and what puniſſpon 

God ſhall take in his tugement 

Foz our treſpaces / and alſo tranſgreſſpon 

Which bꝛeketh his pꝛeceptes againſt all reaſon 

Foꝛgettynge howe with his pꝛeciouſe blode 

Us to ſaue / he dped on the rode. Þ 
ere 
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C Here foꝛ oute ſakes! and oure redemption 
Thoꝛowe hande and fote nayled to a tre 
Soffred payne / and crucll paſſpon | 
Nothinge aſking of high noꝛ lowe degte 
Recompenſcaayenwarde fo2 to be 

But that we ſhulde ſet / all hole our ententes 
To fulfyll all his commaundementes. 


| C Cyus endeth the Dialogue of 
the Playntyf and the 
' defendaunte. | 


pPꝛinted at London by Thomas 
| Godfray, * 


Cum pꝛiuilegio Regalt. 


